INTRODUCTION

I BEGAN to write this book in June. "We were then holding
our breath as we looked on, after the disasteis of Cambrai and
St. Quentin, upon the British troops still fighting desperately
against superior numbers and defending the Channel Ports
" with their backs to the wall" and barely left with room to
manoeuvre. The enemy was at the same time seriously
threatening Amiens and Epemay, and the possible withdrawal
of the French Government from Paris was being again discussed.
It was a trying four months on both sides of the Channel. But
England and France never despaired of the future. Both
nations were determined to fight on to the last.

In July came the second great victory of the Marae, followed
by the wonderful triumphant advance of the Allied Armies
all along the line, side by side with our brethren of the United
States, who were pouring into France at the rate of 300,000
men a month. And now I finish when the all-important matter
of discussion is what shall be the terms of permanent
peace imposed upon Germany, what shall be the punish-
ment inflicted upon her and, so far as is possible, the compensa-
tion exacted from her for her unforgivable crimes against our
common humanity. The transformation scene of the huge
world war within four months has been one of the most
astounding episodes in the history of mankind, and the
tremendous struggle on the West Front has proved, as it was
bound to prove from the first, the crisis of the whole conflict.

Throughout the terrible period from November, 1917, when
for the second time ki his long political career he took office
as Premier of the French Kepublic, Georges Clemenceau has
borne the full burden of political responsibility in his war-worn
and devastated country. It has been no light task for anv